Cases relating to anaesthetists handled by the UK General Medical Council in 2009: methodological approach and patterns of referral.
The General Medical Council is the regulatory body charged with maintaining standards in the medical profession in the UK. We analysed cases relating to anaesthetists handled in 2009 using fitness-to-practise data, comparing them with the profession as a whole and examining patterns of referral. Complaints were made about 105 doctors practising in anaesthesia. The 81 anaesthetists who were investigated further were subject to a total of 225 separate allegations, median (IQR [range]) of 2 (1-3 ) allegations per anaesthetist. Anaesthetists had a lower rate of referral compared with doctors in general (0.095% vs 0.20%, respectively, p = 0.0001). They were less likely than doctors in general to be referred by an individual member of the public (27% vs 64%, respectively, p = 0.0001). As with other specialties, allegations were most commonly made about clinical care, probity and relationships with patients. On the basis of 2009 data, we calculated that a mean (95% CI) of 1 in 120 (1 in 100-145) doctors practising in anaesthesia in the UK will be referred to the General Medical Council every year. We have provided examples of allegations and made recommendations for maintaining good practice in anaesthesia.